
Having been an orphan himself, Reverend Daniel Jenkins of 
Charleston, South Carolina was moved to action when he discovered 
four black youths huddled together in an abandoned building.  The 
city did not have an orphanage for African-American children leaving 
them to fend for themselves on the streets. Petitioning the city, 
Jenkins secured an abandoned warehouse and a $100.00 stipend Jenkins secured an abandoned warehouse and a $100.00 stipend 
establishing the Jenkins Orphanage. The year was 1891.

By 1896, almost 500 children resided at the home. With donations 
scarce, Jenkins took decided to raise money by forming the children 
into a brass band - imitating Booker T. Washington’s Tuskegee 
Singers. Brass bands were popular and Jenkins’ plea for musical 
instruments fared better than asking for donations. Two local 

musicians tutored the boys in music; teaching them to read music, musicians tutored the boys in music; teaching them to read music, 
proficiency in several instruments. Wearing discarded military 
uniforms, the band debuted on the streets of Charleston with 
permission of the mayor, police chief and Chamber of Commerce 
playing a mix of military marches, popular ragtime style songs and

 interpretations of popular folk melodies. 

But orphanage struggled until Jenkins took the band on the road.  By But orphanage struggled until Jenkins took the band on the road.  By 
1905 the band had a regular touring schedule that took them to New 
York and other east coast cities during the summer and regular

 European tours to Paris, Berlin and Rome. They played the St. Louis 
World’s Fair, and the inaugural parades for Presidents Franklin D. 

Roosevelt and William Howard Taft. 

Around the turn of the centurAround the turn of the century, the band was at the forefront of the 
jazz movement and is credited with integrating Gullah dance steps 
into their performances – dance steps that became the popular 

Charleston dance phenomenon. As adults, several members went on 
to play in Harlem for Duke Ellington’s orchestra. Others played as 
members of the Fifteenth New York Regiment Band during World 

War I - also known as the Harlem Hellfighters Band.

Before Jenkins died in 1937, the orphanage had five bands, two Before Jenkins died in 1937, the orphanage had five bands, two 
vocal groups, boasted an extensive, self-sufficient farm and two

 buildings. In a 1935 Time Magazine article, Jenkins commented that 
fewer than 10 of his charges ended up in prison out of the thousands 
of children that passed through. Many of the children became 

teachers, attorneys and successful businessmen. The orphanage is 
now a National Historic Landmark. 

The state’s Business Diversity Subcabinet this week 
received results from a disparity study that will assist 
in ongoing efforts to improve opportunities in 
government contracting for certified minority-, 
women- and veteran-owned businesses.

Study results and information about the Subcabinet's Study results and information about the Subcabinet's 
work are available on the Office of Minority and 
Women's Business Enterprises (OMWBE) website. 
“We know communities of color, veterans and 

women face persistent barriers to state contracting 
opportunities," said Subcabinet Administrative 
Director Rex Brown. "The disparity study is an
 important step on our path to improve.”   important step on our path to improve.”  
The Subcabinet was formed in 2015 by

 Gov. Jay Inslee to address inequities in state
 contracting and procurement practices.

The Subcabinet and state agencies are still reviewing 
the results of the study. Washington will use the 
study information along with a new diversity

 framework developed by the Subcabinet to refine its  framework developed by the Subcabinet to refine its 
approach to improving utilization of small and 

diverse businesses. 

Released last week, interested organizations and 
community members are urged to take some time to 
digest it and formulate any questions they’d like to 
see answered. Dates for a series of stat-wide

informational meetings will be announced in Julinformational meetings will be announced in July, but 
questions can be submitted now.
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