
Barney Lancelot Ford used his influence to keep Colorado from 
becoming a state until black men were assured the right to vote.

Born in Virginia in 1822 to a slave woman, Ford was taught to read and 
write by an older slave. As a teenager, he was hired out to work on a 
Mississippi riverboat, but at age 26, escaped by walking off the boat 
when it was docked at Quincy, Illinois. Aided by members of the 

Underground Railroad, he made his way to Chicago. Underground Railroad, he made his way to Chicago. 

By 1851, Ford had married and the couple attempted to move By 1851, Ford had married and the couple attempted to move West to 
prospect for gold in California. Travel across land was dangerous for a 
runaway slave, so Ford and wife sailed from New York City, around 
Cape Horn. When they reached Nicaragua, they opened the United 
States Hotel and Restaurant. The business proved to be a success, but 
the hotel was destroyed during a civil war. Ford returned to Chicago, 

running a livery stable which also served as an 
Underground Railroad station.Underground Railroad station.

In 1860, Ford again tried to seek gold, but this time in Colorado. 
He and his party were viciously chased away from a viable claim
 learning the law prohibited African Americans from staking a claim or 
homestead. Undeterred, Ford went to Denver, where he opened a
 barbershop, restaurant, and several hotels, including the elegant
 Inter-Ocean Hotels in Denver and Cheyenne, Wyoming.

By the 1870s, Ford‘s hotel hosted Colorado‘s most influential people By the 1870s, Ford‘s hotel hosted Colorado‘s most influential people 
and he had become one of the wealthiest men in Colorado. He and  
friend, Henry O. Wagoner, founded a school for African Americans. 
Ford accepted an invitation to become trustee of the local bank and an 
appointment to the Republican Party Central Committee. He served as 
the first black member of a federal grand jury in the state. Ford then
 travelled to  travelled to Washington D.C. to petition the President and Congress for 
passage of the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution - giving 

African Americans the right to vote in the United States. Colorado had 
not achieved statehood and its state constitution denied African 
Americans the right to vote. Ford opposed statehood until it was 

revised. The 15th Amendment was ratified in 1870; Colorado obtained 
statehood in 1876.

 Barney Ford died in 1902. Barney Ford died in 1902. A school in Denver's Montbello 
neighborhood bears his name and a stained glass window pays 
homage to his achievements in the State Capitol building.
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