
NOW YOU KNOW 
Mifflin Wistar Gibbs 

 
Having abolished slavery shortly after the  

Revolutionary War, Pennsylvania had a thriving Af-
rican American community. Mifflin Wistar Gibbs 

was born free in Philadelphia in 1823. He worked 
with Frederick Douglass and others in the  

abolitionist movement, but moved to California 
during the gold rush years to seek his fortune as a 

retail merchant.  
 

In 1858, the California legislature passed  
discriminatory laws to discourage blacks from  

entering or staying in the state: they were deprived 
the right to own property and disqualified from  

giving evidence against a white person in court. All 
blacks in the state were required to wear  

identifying badges. Angered, Gibbs went to British 
Columbia and inquired about treatment of blacks 

in Canada. Assured they would be treated equally, 
Gibbs led between 600—800 African Americans to 
a settlement on Vancouver Island—composing a 

major portion of the early frontier community there.  
 

Gibbs later returned to the U.S., settling in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Passing the bar exam in 1870, he 

became active in the Republican Party (at that 
time the Republican Party was against slavery—
the ideologies of the parties would switch in the 

late 1960’s). Gibbs was appointed to a number of 
judicial and government positions and became the 

first black judge elected in the United States  
in 1873.   

 
Gibbs attained wealth through his law practice and 
real estate investments and was soon appointed 

American consul to Madagascar by President  
William McKinley. Returning to Little Rock in 1903, 
at the age of 80, he created Capital City Savings 

Bank, the second black-owned bank in the state of  
Arkansas.  

  
 
Sources:   Blackfacts.com; Blackpast.org; Encyclopedia 
of Arkansas.net; Wikipedia.org 
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Listed are a few of the newest employment announcements. A more comprehensive list of jobs is availa-
ble on webpage—www.caa.wa.gov. Resources and job fair information for job seekers available at work-
sourcewa.com. Click on ‘career tools’ and ‘workshops and hiring events’ for timely, state-wide infor-
mation. 
 
 
Washington State Military Department Public Assistance Program Delivery Coordinator (project) open continuous;  
  
Washington State Department of Corrections www.jobs.doc.wa.gov.  
OFFICERS: Washington State Department of Corrections is well-renown and globally recognized for its evidenced-
based programs and innovative approach to the field of corrections. We are currently accepting applications for  
multiple CORRECTIONAL OFFICER positions throughout the state! In addition to maintaining safety and security 
for the institution, we are looking for motivated and talented leaders to serve as pro-social role models to the  
incarcerated individuals and demonstrate upstanding behavior that will prepare them for successful reentry into the 
community. For more information or to APPLY, visit jobs.doc.wa.gov| keyword: CO1 
 
NURSES: With more than 8,000 employees throughout the state, we recognizes that staff are our greatest asset and 
provide a wide range of rewarding opportunities for career advancement! Washington State Department of          
Corrections are currently seeking qualified Nurses throughout the state to provide healthcare to incarcerated           
individuals serving time at a Washington State correctional facility.  Correctional Nursing duties include: 

 Screening, and evaluating patients to ensure optimal health and well-being 
 Assisting patients to improvde their ability to care for themselves and their families 
Counseling, consulting, teaching, advising, and providing health information that improves quality of health services, 
and ultimately enhances safety and security. 
For more information or to APPLY, visit jobs.doc.wa.gov| keyword: NURSE 
 
Washington State Department of Health Multi-Program Manager & Policy Analyst, Lacey, WA. Closing 7/17/2017 
 
Washington State Department of Transportation  Multimodal Modeling Integration Planner, Olympia or Seattle, 
WA. Closing 7/23/2017; Electronics Engineering Manager, Tumwater, WA. Open until filled. 
 
South Puget Sound Community College openings 
 
City of Tacoma Web Developer. Closing 7/19/2017 
 
 

 

Unity is always our greatest source of strength. The soul of Seafair celebrates the best of the 
African American community and African Diaspora culture in northwest featuring Music, Food, 
Culture and family fun! Attractions include the Africatown Heritage Parade featuring dance 
troops and drill teams, Children’s  Day & Family Fun Village, Soul N The Park, Afrobeat & Roots 
Stage, Heal The Hood Basketball Tournament & Hip Hop 4 Peace stage and delicious flavors of 
the African diaspora from restaurants and food trucks, vendor marketplace, Community  
Resource Fair and more! 

Join Cierra Sisters, Inc and other community organizations at a Community Wellness Festival 
Health Fair! Doors open at 8 AM. Registration at 9 AM and opening ceremony at 10 AM!  
Volunteers will be delivering life saving information door to door. Be apart of a great event! Free 
continental breakfast and lunch, African Drumming, music, face painting and bouncy house! FREE 
mammograms (with or without insurance)! blood pressure, diabetes, HIV screenings and more. 
See cierrasisters.org or call 206-579-4521 for more information! 
 

New Agency to Better Serve Children, Youth & 
Families 

 
A new agency created by the legislature was  
approved by Governor Inslee last week. The  

Department of Children, Youth & Families will 
oversee several services currently offered 

through the Department of Social and Health 
Services (DSHS)  

 
Starting in July 2019, the new agency will  

restructure how the state serves at-risk children 
and youth.  Child Protective Services, the Family 

Assessment Response program and adoption 
support will move. All Department of Early  

Learning services, such as the Early Childhood 
Education and Assistance Program for 

 preschoolers and Working connections Child 
Care, will also become part of the new agency 

as well as the administration of Juvenile 
 Rehabilitation and Juvenile Justice offices. 

 
The action follows the suggestion of a bipartisan 

Blue Ribbon Commission on the Delivery of  
Services to Children and Families convened in 

2016. 
 

Community gathering places, along with programs and services, are vital for supporting seniors, youth, and 
families in our communities. Learn about funding opportunities and resources to build stronger communities 
at a workshop co-hosted by the Commissions on African American Affairs, Asian Pacific American Affairs, and 
Hispanic Affairs. 
 
Who: This informational workshop is designed for community members seeking to build spaces that promote 
well-being and strengthen communities. Presentations will be provided by the City of Seattle, State of Wash-
ington, and the Communities of Concern Commission, which helps underserved communities build communi-
ty assets for housing, health, cultural, and educational needs. 
 
What: Placemaking Workshop 
Where: Tukwila Community Center 12424 42nd Ave S, Tukwila, WA 98168 
When: Saturday, July 22;  1:00 – 3:00 PM 
 
Please RSVP to attend the workshop.  
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